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Mapping Racism in the Gateway Arts District 
With focus primarily on the racial division between Brentwood and North Brentwood, Maryland, 

Mapping Racism highlights an intentional history of racial division 
 
Mt. Rainier, MD— Joe’s Movement Emporium and Hyattsville Community Development Corporation 
have joined forces to produce an innovative, and informative project that will highlight what is now the 
Gateway Arts District and its intentional history of racial division. Mapping Racism is unlike any other 
collaborative arts and humanities project produced in this area. Its mission is to reveal the hidden 
architecture of segregation in Prince George’s County, done in part through examining and exposing 
the use of restrictive deed covenants in the creation of new housing. This was long before it became 
one of the most welcoming and wealthiest minority-majority communities in the country. 
 
Joe’s has identified a talented group of artists such as Ally Theatre, Orange Grove Dance, and 
playwright Doug Robinson, to partner in creating programs based on the documentation and research 
provided by Hyattsville CDC. Andre Mazelin, a seasoned arts presenter based in Baltimore, will serve 
as Project Coordinator. These series of produced works and curated conversations will create the 
foundation for community building and further discussions on the history of discrimination in our area.  
 
Mapping Racism will launch February 2019 with a series of public performances and discussions to 
explore, through art, the racist practices of the early twentieth century that defined the very 
neighborhoods we live in today. Hyattsville CDC’s ultimate goal is to develop a useful online tool kit for 
property owners to cleanse their deeds.   
 
With early support from the Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation’s Cross Sector Arts Partnership program and 
the Maryland Humanities Council, Joe’s and Hyattsville CDC will present the series of exciting 
programming included below. The Cross-Sector Arts Partnership program aims to support strong, 
collaborative partnership models between arts and non-arts entities that provide a platform for artistic 
creation and strong community impact.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Welcome to Sis's- Live Play Reading 
 
Ally Theatre Company and playwright Doug Robinson will present the first public reading of Robinson’s original 
script, Welcome to Sis’s reimagines the story of Sis’s Tavern in North Brentwood. The play takes place during the 



 
1920-30s and explores the meaning of community, the commonplace, and how it was shaped through racial 
segregation. After the live reading, the audience will have a chance to get to know the actors and the director 
during an open Q&A panel discussion. Refreshments will be provided, as well as a historical photo album and 
slideshow created by Hyattsville Community Development Corporation. 
 
February 16 
Reception: 2pm 
Reading: 3pm 
FREE (please RSVP) 
Location: Pyramid Atlantic Arts Center - 4318 Gallatin St, Hyattsville, MD 
 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/welcome-to-siss-live-reading-tickets-55300744014  
 
A Tale of Two Brentwood’s 
 
A history panel including Brentwood and North Brentwood leaders  will discuss the evolution and history of race 
relations, area segregationist practices, and divisions between the two communities. 
 
The panelists will discuss the hidden and not so hidden racist architecture in land use policy, revealing the truth 
about North Brentwood and the difficult obstacles people of color had to overcome to experience equal rights 
and opportunities to own land and property. 
 
Racially restrictive covenants were part of the segregationist practice and strategy of redlining. Research to date 
has revealed surprising new connections and associations between significant property owners and local makers 
of many of the racially restrictive covenants in this area. 
 
March 7 
Doors: 6pm 
Panel: 6:30pm 
FREE (please RSVP) 
Location: Prince George’s African American Museum and Cultural Center 
4519 Rhode Island Ave, North Brentwood, MD 
 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-tale-of-two-brentwood-historian-panels-tickets-55311622552  
 
A Space of Their Own Exhibition Opening and Films 
 
Joe’s Movement Emporium welcomes Prince George’s African American Museum and Cultural Center’s 
exhibition, “A Space of Their Own”. The exhibition details the story of black residency in the first four incorporated 
black townships in Maryland and the history of residential segregation in Prince George’s County.  
 
Following the opening we will invite attendees to screen two short films on racial segregation and institutional 
racism, “All the Way Home” and “A Matter of Place”, followed by a panel discussion with representatives from 
Prince Georges African American Museum and Cultural Center and experts on fair housing history and practices. 
 
April 27 
Exhibition Opening Reception: 6pm 
Films & Panel: 7pm  



 
FREE (please RSVP) 
Location: Joe’s Movement Emporium - 3309 Bunker Hill Rd, Mt Rainier, MD 
 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-space-of-their-own-exhibit-tickets-55349257118  
 
Welcome to Sis's- Performance 
 
A Performance by Ally Theatre Company of an original play written by Doug Robinson. Welcome to Sis’s, 
reimagines the story of Sis’s Tavern in North Brentwood. The play takes place during the 1920-30s and explores 
the meaning of community, the commonplace, and how it was shaped through racial segregation. Blending the 
genres of original comedy and drama, and based on historical inspiration, this play presents a unique view of 
racial inequality, oppression, and segregation right in our own backyard. 
 
Play dates: 
May 3, 8pm 
May 4, 2pm & 8pm  
May 5, 4pm 
Location: Joe’s Movement Emporium - 3309 Bunker Hill Rd, Mt Rainier, MD 
 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/welcome-to-siss-play-tickets-55349627225  
 
The Barrier Project by Orange Grove Dance Company 
 
The Audience Choice Award winner of the 34th Annual Choreographers Showcase, Orange Grove Dance 
Company, will close the “Mapping Racism” series with a site-specific dance work. The performance brings 
awareness to a racial landmark that is still in existence in 2019. A guardrail “barrier” located between the towns of 
Brentwood and North Brentwood geographically divides the community, separating the demographics of people 
- one side historically Caucasian and the other historically African American. Orange Grove Dance will conduct 
interviews and use their process called “memory mapping” to conjure up and create this public event, abstractly 
highlighting the past, present, and future of such a landmark. 
 
May 11 (May 12th rain date) 
Time: 7pm 
FREE (please RSVP) 
Starting Location: Sis’s Tavern 4516 41st Ave., North Brentwood, MD 
 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-barrier-project-tickets-55349796732  
 
 
PRODUCING PARNTERS: 
 

Ally Theatre – Ally Theatre Company produces theatre designed to engage audiences through 
acknowledging and confronting systemic oppression in America. In doing so, they hope to play a small 
part in creating the space and opportunity needed to form new traditions and conversations, while 
steadily inching toward the eradication of systemic violence, prejudice, and racism in our society.  For 
Mapping Racism, Ally Theatre is producing a new play that weaves stories of properties and their owners 
affected by systematic racism in our community. 
 



 
Doug Robinson - Doug Robinson is a theatre artist based in the DC Metro Area. He received his BFA 
from Long Island University in 2015. In 2015 his play Tree Fort premiered at the New York Emerging 
Artists Festival at the TADA theatre. In 2017 he was the recipient of the inaugural Imagination Stage 
Rebecca Rice Community Engagement Grant. For Mapping Racism, Doug is the playwright for the Ally 
Theatre production creating a new play highlighting Route 1’s restricted past. 
 

Orange Grove Dance - Orange Grove Dance, a multimedia dance company that creates visually athletic 
experiences through the lenses of dance, film, and design. In 2017 they were selected as the ‘Audience 
Choice Award’ winner of the 34th Annual Choreographers Showcase for their work Holding, Here, which 
was described by Dance Metro DC as a “magically spun… visual tale of suspension, tension, and 
community within a multilayered moving painting”.   For Mapping Racism, Orange Grove Dance will 
create a site-specific performance that involves the audience to overcome a marked border between 
Brentwood and North Brentwood, Maryland, two towns divided by race and sentiment during the period 
of post-Civil War settlement.  

ABOUT JOE’S MOVEMENT EMPORIUM 
Established in 1995, Joe’s Movement Emporium is a cultural arts hub that acts as a catalyst for 
creativity and economic opportunity. Based in Mount Rainier, Maryland in the Prince George’s 
Gateway Arts District, Joe’s serves more than 70,000 visitors annually. Joe’s has five arts-based youth 
programs that bridge the creative divide between under-resourced families and those with means. 
Through programs and productions in education, performing arts, and work readiness, Joe’s 
integrates progressive education, creativity, and youth development.  

In 2016, Joe’s achieved the Standards of Excellence through the Maryland Association of Nonprofits, 
which validates and promotes our exemplary work in youth arts education programming. Additionally, 
Joe’s earned the highest possible rating through Maryland EXCELS (level 1) based upon nationally 
recognized quality standards and best practices. This rating allows Joe’s to receive state funds to 
expand our reach in providing high quality arts education to youth in our community. 

ABOUT HYATTSVILLE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
The Hyattsville Community Development Corporation (CDC) is a 501 c(3) non-profit organization. The 
CDC's mission is to develop arts and public spaces, to spur economic development and the quality of 
community life, to encourage widespread leadership for community revitalization, and to rebuild the 
City’s commercial corridors. envision Hyattsville as a healthy, diverse, well-planned, and thriving 
community of homes and businesses where the arts: visual, performing and public, are a part of our 
work and the fabric of our lives.   

We are professionals, tradesmen, business owners, artists, longtime and new residents. We work to 
reverse indifference and blight in the City of Hyattsville and surrounding communities. We recognize 
Hyattsville’s social, cultural, and material assets, and are committed to harnessing our community’s 
potential and talents to revitalize the City and neighboring areas. Our board and staff are comprised of 
Hyattsville residents and local stakeholders. 


